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would, from sincere benevolence, impress upon all \vhu honour Ihis book \vilh a perusal, that until a sle.uly conviction is obtained, thai the present life is an imperfect slate, and only a passage to a belter, if we comply with the divine sclu'ine- of progressive improvement; ami also that it is a part of Die mysterious plan of I'rnvideuee, that intellectual beings must 'be made perfect through suffering1;' there will br a continual recurrence of disappointment and uneasiness. Hut if \ve walk with hope in 'the mid-day .sun' of revelation, our temper and disposition will be such, that the comforts and enjoyments in our way will be relished, while we patiently support the inconveniences anil pains. After much speculation and various reasonings, I acknowledge myself convinced of the tintli of Voltaire's conclusion, ',,7/>/'<V ttntt Sent ttu mut/i/i' passable*' Hut we must not think loo deeply;
'Where ignorance is Mix;, 'tis lolly in lie \viwY
is, in many respects, more than poetically jusl. Let us cultivate, under the command of j,;ood principles, '/« ltit't<rie tks xettMtit'iis Wt'ttM's,'' and, as Mr. Hurke once admirably counselled a ^ravc and anxious ^enlleman, ' live pleasant1.1
The effect of Masse/as, and of Johnson's other mural tales, is thus beautifully illustrated by Mr. Courlenay :
truth, in Hpkmlid fit-lion tlrest,
Checks Iho vain wiwh, and calms the iroubk-d breast ; O'er the dark mind a light celestial ihrmvH, And Hoolhs the nngry pastslonn in repose ; As oil efum'd illumes and smooths the deep, When round ihe hnrk ihe swelling uurges sweep9,'
It will be. recollected, that during all this year he carried
1   ' IVifrrt     ilirnu^li    MillVciiiK!'.'     s;iitl :    '//V'/'A' Itifli is  mit* (if llu-
ii. io.                                      urcai rules of hcaltli.'  Pfasst I ,tHtrst
" I'crlmps tlic rcftrrcncp is l«i the1,     ii. 55.   ' It was the mono of a liKlinp
conclusion  of l,f Afiitti/i' t<»nm? it     very t'ttiincnt for his |>iViy ami j,;mnl
vet;   ' II rrsulul . . . ilc laiv.cr aller     works in Kinjf Charles tin- SnnwlS
le MiiMt/i- ci'inuif il fit ,• c;ir, ilii il, xf     n-\y,\}, Jmewi /><•(> <•/ /,II'/,I>Y   " St-ivc1
tout tftsi pus kitn, tout fit jiittxitMr?       lind and lie (hci-ifiil.'"   AddiiuuS
1 (tray, (hi n />/s/iitif l'rt'is/>fit <>/     l-'ivf/intiter, Nn. 45.
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